
PART ONE 

Barrow Borough Council  

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Thursday, 28 October 2021 

Statement of Gambling Policy 

 
 

Report from:   Director of People and Place 

Report Author:  Graham Barker, Ivor Churcher 

Wards:    (All Wards); 

 

1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.1  The Gambling Act 2005 requires that the Council develops, consults on and 

publishes a statement of the principles that they propose to apply in exercising 

their functions under the Act during the three-year period to which the policy 

applies. 

 

1.2 This report confirms that the consultation on the revised Statement of Gambling 

is underway and will conclude on 24th October 2021. Any responses will be 

considered by Executive Committee, prior to proposals for adoption by Council 

on the 7th December 2021. 

 

1.3 The revised draft Statement of Gambling Policy is attached at APPENDIX 1 for 

consideration, prior to being ratified at Full Council.   

 

2.0  Recommendation  

2.1 It is recommended that Overview and Scrutiny Committee:-  

 

Consider the draft Statement of Gambling Policy. 

  

3.0 Background and Proposals  

3.1 Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 requires that the Council develops, 

consults on, and publishes a statement of the principles that they propose to 

apply in exercising their functions under the Act during the three-year period to 

which the policy applies.   

 



3.2 The Gambling Act created the three licensing objectives which form the 

foundation of the regime.  The Statement of Policy must state and promote these 

objectives; 

 

 Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being 

associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime, 

 Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way, and 

 Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or 

exploited by gambling. 

 

The statement should also state that the licensing authority shall aim to permit 

the use of premises for gambling as set out in Section 153 of the Act.  

 

3.3 The Gambling Act 2005 covers all premises that allow commercial gambling, 

which includes: 

 Bookmakers 

 Horse tracks 

 Dog tracks 

 Casinos 

 Amusement arcades; and 

 Pubs and bars that have gaming machines 

 

3.4 When making deliberations Licensing Committee Members must have regard to 

this Statement of Gambling Policy together with the statutory guidance issued by 

the Gambling Commission. 

 

3.5 Both national and local consultations on the revised draft Statement of Gambling 

Policy are underway.  Licensing Committee will note the revised Policy and any 

results of the consultation will be considered by Executive Committee, prior to 

being forwarded to Full Council, with any proposals, for adoption.  

 

3.6 Only minor amendments have been made to the revised Statement of Gambling 

Policy (APPENDIX 1), these are highlighted in red. Any revisions made to the 

existing policy must be published in a revised policy no later than 3rd January, 

2022. 

 

4.0 Consultation  

  
4.1 In preparing a statement or revision the licensing authority must consult: 
 

a) the chief officer of police for the authority's area, or 
b) one or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of 

persons carrying on gambling businesses in the authority's area, and 
c) one or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of 

persons who are likely to be affected by the exercise of the authority's 
functions under this Act. 

 



4.2 A national and local consultation is underway and concludes on 24th October 

2021. The policy is also available on the Council’s website as part of the public 

consultation. A full list of consultees is shown at APPENDIX 2. 

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1 No. The Council are under a legal duty to prepare and publish a statement of the 

principles that they propose to apply in exercising their functions under the 

Gambling Act 2005. 

 

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 Priority 1. People - Enabling residents to live happy, healthy productive lives. 

 Priority 2. Place - Creating a vibrant, safe & welcoming place where people want 

to live. 

 Priority 3. Prosperity - Supporting our economy to thrive and benefit all our 

residents. 

 

6.2 Health and Well-being 

The policy has no adverse effect on the Health and Wellbeing of users of this 
service. The review of the Statement of Gambling Policy could improve health 
and reduce health inequalities, by setting the expectations on each of the 
licensing objectives which may have an impact on the health of a resident. 

 
 

7.0 Implications  

Financial, Resources and Procurement  

7.1.1 None 

 

Legal  

7.1.2 Include details of any legal implications 

 

Section 349(1) of the Gambling Act 2005 requires that the Council prepares and 

publishes a statement of the principles that they propose to apply in exercising 

their functions under the Act during the three-year period to which the policy 

applies. 

 

S.349(2) requires the Council to consult with those persons listed under s.349(3) 

 

The Statement must be produced following consultation with those bodies and 

persons set out in s.349(3) of the Act.  Regulations made by the Secretary of 

State prescribe the form of the Statements and the procedure to be followed in 

relation to them and their publications. 

 

 

Equality and Diversity  



7.2 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis? Yes 
 
The policy has no detrimental impact on service users showing any of the 

protected characteristics under current Equalities legislation. 

 

7.3 The policy has no adverse effect on the Human Rights of individuals. 

 

 
Risk 

Risk  Consequence  Controls required  

Not adopting the policy. The Council are under a 

legal duty to prepare 

and publish a statement 

of the principles that 

they propose to apply in 

exercising their 

functions under the 

Gambling Act 2005.  

The revised policy must 

be consulted upon and 

adopted by Council, 

before 3rd January 2022. 

 

Contact Officers  

Graham Barker gebarker@barrowbc.gov.uk 

 

 

Appendices Attached to this Report – If none, please state none or delete section 

Appendix No.  Name of Appendix  

1  Draft Statement of Gambling Policy 

2  List of Consultees 

 

Background Documents Available 

Name of 

Background 

document  

Where it is available  

Gambling 

Commission – 

Guidance to Local 

Authorities 

 

https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-

to-licensing-authorities  
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